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Who believes in a flat earth?

Of our 30 interviewees…
• 23 males (7 female)
• 22 White, non-Hispanic (1 Asia/Indian; 1 Hispanic; 2 Black)
• Average age = 41 years (youngest = 23, oldest = 62)
• Highest Educational Attainment

– 3 High school
– 9 Some college

– 5 Associates Degree
– 7 Bachelors Degree
– 3 Graduate Degree
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Mental Model of the Earth
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It’s not a planet, it’s a plane…
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Motivated Reasoning

Biblical 
Literalism

Conspiracy 
Worldview
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We matter.
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The Bible is literal.
The Earth doesn’t move.

The LORD reigneth, he is clothed with majesty; the LORD 
is clothed with strength, wherewith he hath girded himself: 
the world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved. -
Psalms 93:1

Fear before him, all the earth: the world also shall be stable, 
that it be not moved. - 1 Chronicles 16:30
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The Bible is literal.
The Earth is flat.

And after these things I saw four angels standing on the 
four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the 
earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on 
the sea, nor on any tree. - Revelation 7:1

And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending 
upon him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four 
corners, and let down to the earth. - Acts 10:11

Also, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord GOD unto the 
land of Israel; An end, the end is come upon the four 
corners of the land. - Ezekiel 7:2
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The Bible is literal.
There is water above the sky.
And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the 
waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. -
Genesis 1:6

For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of 
God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of 
the water and in the water. - 2 Peter 3:5
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Institutions can’t be trusted.
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Conspiracy Mentality
•Do the flat earth conference attendees 
accept other conspiracy theories? 
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Conspiracy Mentality
•Does conspiracy mentality predict rejection 
of other science issues?
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Online Survey

• 513 participants from online panel recruited by 
Research Now
• 21 participants recruited from the Flat Earth 

conference.
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Demographics

Political Affiliation
Flat Earth Research Now

Democrat 6% 31%

Republican 6% 25%

Independent 19% 33%

Unaffiliated 69% 11%
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Demographics

Education
Flat Earth Research Now

Less than HS 0% 2.55%

High School 12.50% 14.73%

Some College 31.25% 36.54%

Bachelor’s 43.75% 18.27%

Graduate 12.50% 27.90%
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Conspiracy Mentality Scores
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Conspiracy Mentality Scores
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Science Literacy Scores
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Science Literacy Scores
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Reject Science?
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Accept that Climate Change is 
Real and is Human-Caused
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Accept that Climate Change is 
Real and is Human-Caused
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Accept that Climate Change is 
Real and is Human-Caused
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Does conspiracy mentality predict 
rejection of climate change?
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Accept that Humans Evolved 
from Earlier Species of Animal
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Accept that Humans Evolved 
from Earlier Species of Animal
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Accept that Humans Evolved 
from Earlier Species of Animal

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Flat Earth Research Now

Accept
Reject

33% 67%



A
sh

el
ey

.L
an

dr
um

@
tt

u.
ed

u 
-

@
La

nd
ru

m
A

R

Does conspiracy mentality 
predict rejection of evolution?
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Does conspiracy mentality 
predict rejection of evolution?
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Accept Fake News?



A
sh

el
ey

.L
an

dr
um

@
tt

u.
ed

u 
-

@
La

nd
ru

m
A

R

“Zika is caused by the GM 
Mosquito”
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“Ag biotech companies are trying to cover up for 
the fact that GMOs cause cancer”
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“Vaccines cause childhood disorders 
like Autism”



A
sh

el
ey

.L
an

dr
um

@
tt

u.
ed

u 
-

@
La

nd
ru

m
A

R

Don’t believe all “conspiracies”
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‘Big Organic’ is smearing the 
GMO Industry
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Russia interfered in 
2016 U.S. Election
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Russia interfered in 
2016 U.S. Election
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Ongoing Research
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Science Literacy X Politics


